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DUTCH  SMOKE 
MORE  TOBACCO 

Use  of  tobacco  by  Dutch  smokers  increased  in  the  first  9  months  of  1959 
over  the  corresponding  period  of  1958 • 

Cigarette  sales,  at  10,1^7  million  pieces  for  January -Sept ember  1959, 
were  3  percent  above  the  9,856  million  smoked  in  the  first  3  quarters  of 
1958.    Sales  of  "cut"  tobacco,  used  in  both  pipe  smoking  and  "roll  your  own," 
increased  5  percent  to  15.5  million  pounds.    Sales  of  cigars  and  cigarillos 
in  the  first  9  months  of  1959  were  also  larger  than  in  the  same  period  of 
1958. 


NETHERLANDS:     Consumption  of  tobacco  products,  January-September 

1958  and  1959 


Product 

:  1958 

;  1959 

Percent 
:  change 

Cigars  and  cigarillos 

 :'  875.7 

+8.2 

Cigarettes 

 :'  9,855.7 

10,11+6.8 

+2.9 

Cut  tobacco 

15,^86 

+5.2 

De  Tabaksplant  (Kuilenburg) ,  November  17,  1959* 


BRAZIL  TO  INCREASE 
FLUE-CURED  PRODUCTION 

Trade  sources  in  Brazil  predict  that  the  country's  i960  harvest  of 
flue -cured  tobacco  may  total  as  much  as  120  million  pounds,  compared  with 
the  1959  crop  of  85  million- -an  increase  of  about  kO  percent.    Much  higher 
guaranteed  prices  (by  the  principal  purchasers)  stimulated  plantings  this 
fall,  and  weather  conditions  have  been  favorable. 

Most  Brazilian  flue -cured  tobacco  is  the  Amarillo  variety,  grown  in 
the  States  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  and  Santa  Catarina.    The  bulk  of  production 
is  used  by  Brazilian  cigarette  manufacturers.    Although  cigarette  consump- 
tion has  dropped  recently,  due  to  a  retail  price  increase,  stocks  of  leaf 
available  for  manufacture  are  reported  to  be  extremely  low.    Most  of  the 
leaf  production  increase  in  i960  will  be  used  to  rebuild  stocks. 

Exports  of  Brazilian  cigarette  leaf  have  never  been  large.    But  with 
present  efforts  to  raise  production  substantially,  it  is  likely  that  by 
I96I  crops  will  "bo  .1  ai -go  enough  t.n  provide  significant  export  quantities. 
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INDONESIAN  1959  CIGAR  WRAPPER 
PRODUCTION  SAME  AS  IN  I958 

Unofficial  estimates  place  Indonesia's  1959  crop  of  Deli  cigar  wrapper 
at  about  3«T  million  pounds --the  same  as  in  1958,  but  1+0  percent  below  the 
6.2  million  pounds  harvested  in  1957 •    Exports  of  wrapper  for  January-June 
1959  totaled  only  1.1  million  pounds,  compared  with  5.k  million  for  the  full 
calendar  year  1958. 

BELGIAN  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  RISE  IN  1959; 
U.  S.  SHARE  CONTINUES  TO  DROP 

Belgian  tobacco  manufacturers  imported  39*3  million  pounds  of  unmanu- 
factured tobacco  in  the  first  8  months  of  1959--a  1»6  million  pound  increase 
over  the  same  period  of  1958.    The  United  States  supplied  11.2  million  pounds -- 
a  drop  of  k  percent.    The  U.  S.  share  of  the  Belgian  market  dropped  to  28.5 
percent,  compared  with  31  «0  percent  in  January -August  1958.    Other  major 
suppliers  in  1959  were:    Rhode sias-Nyasaland,  Brazil,  Greece,  and  the  Dominican 
Republic . 

Output  of  tobacco  products  totaled  3^«5  million  pounds,  practically  the 
same  as  in  the  first  8  months  of  1958*    Cigarettes,  at  7,129  million  pieces, 
were  59*7  million  ahead  of  the  same  period  in  1958.    Output  of  cigars  and 
cigarillos  showed  a  slight  increase.    Production  of  smoking  mixtures,  chewing 
tobacco,  and  snuff  continued  to  decline. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Belgium  l/,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 

January -August  1958  and  1959 


January -August 


Country  of  origin 


1958 


1959 


1,000 

:  pounds 

United  States  :  11,662 

Rhode  sias-Nyasaland  :  3,035 

Netherlands.  :  1,193 

Italy  :  2/ 

Greece  :  2,1+^6 

Turkey  :  1,118 

Dominican  Republic  :  2,803 

Brazil  :  2,756 

Indonesia    :  908 

India  :  1,371 

Philippines  :  35 

Other  :  10,350 

Total  :  37,677 

l/  Includes  Luxembourg.     2/  If  any,  included  in  others. 


1,000 
pounds 

11,197 
3,^17 
1,592 
1,281 

2,729 
861+ 
2,61+1 
3,005 
1,208 
1,510 
130 
9,703 


39,277 
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IRELAND  LICENSES  APPLE  IMPORTS 

Ireland  will  grant  import  licenses  for  apples  from  February  1  to  June  15; 
i960.    Applications  to  import  will  be  received  immediately  by  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture.    Domestic  supplies  will  be  exhausted  early  in  the  New  Year. 
Last  year  licenses  were  issued  from  March  1  to  June  15 . 

MEXICAN  VEGETABLE  SHIPMENTS  TO  U.  S. 

From  November  16  through  November  30,  1959 >  'the  following  Mexican  vege- 
tables crossed  the  border  at  Nogales,  Arizona  (in  thousands  of  pounds):  toma- 
toes,   6,17^-;  snap  beans,  ^77j  cucumbers,.  ^32;  peppers,  k2k;  eggplant,  10h; 
peas,  55 J  squash,  27;  and  green  corn,  5-    In  addition  to  the  vegetables, 
289,000  pounds  of  bananas  crossed.  (See  page  10  for  later  shipments.) 

CUBAN  EXPORT  SEASON  FOR  TOMATOES 
AND  CUCUMBERS  BEGINS 

Cuba's  winter  vegetable  season  got  under  way  December  16,  1959,  with  the 
shipment  from  Havana  of  130  bushels  of  cucumbers  from  the  Isle  of  Pines  and 
130  cartons  of  tomatoes  from  Havana  Province  by  seatrain  ferry  to  the  Port  of 
Palm  Beach. 

The  season  has  been  delayed  by  heavy  rains  in  October  and  November;  ship- 
ments of  both  tomatoes  and  cucumbers  are  expected  to  be  light  until  mid-January 
and  to  reach  the  season's  peak  sometime  in  February. 

WEST  GERMANY  TO  BUY 
FROZEN  VEGETABLES 

West  Germany  has  issued  a  global  tender  for  frozen  vegetables  and  frozen 
strained  spinach.    Importers  may  apply  for  licenses  from  January  5  until  March 
31,  I960. 

ARGENTINA  REMOVES  EXPORT 
TAXES  ON  FRUITS 

To  promote  expansion  of  export  sales,  Argentina  has  removed  export  taxes 
on  canned,  glazed,  and  other  fruit.    At  the  same  time,  the  government  announced 
a  drawback  of  customs  duties  on  imported  fruit  later  exported.    The  latter  ac- 
tion will  allow  Argentine  fruit  canners  to  recover  import  duties  paid  on  cans 
and  tinplate  used  in  reexports . 

KENYA  CONTINUES  SUGAR  EXPANSION 

The  Kenya  Sugar  Company  at  Ramisi,  south  of  Mombasa, continues  to  expand 
its  acreage  and  increase  irrigation  facilities;  the  company  will  have  5,000 
acres  under  irrigation  within  the  next  2  or  3  years.  Plans  are  underway  to  re- 
build the  sugar  mill  and  install  new  machinery  to  cope  with  the  greater  tonnage 
of  cane  expected  as  a  result  of  the  expansion  program. 
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NEW  SUGAR  FACTORY  NOW 
OPERATING  IN  WEST  BENGAL 

The  first  semi -electrically  driven,  modern  sugar  factory  in  West  Bengal, 
India,  fired  up  for  operation  on  November  20. 

The  new  factory,  The  National  Sugar  Mills  Ltd. ,  is  built  on  a  site  of  60 
acres  at  Ahmadpur,  about  10^  miles  from  Calcutta.    This  first  season,  the  factory 
will  work  at  only  about  one -third  of  its  full  capacity.    It  is  designed  to  pro- 
duce between  11,000  and  12,500  short  tons  of  sugar  a  season.    The  only  other 
mill  in  West  Bengal  produces  about  11,000  short  tons  annually.    West  Bengal's 
total  sugar  consumption  is  estimated  at  about  155>000  short  tons  per  year. 

BRAZIL  AND  U.S.S.R.  NEGOTIATE 
TRADE  EXCHANGE 

A  Brazilian  trade  mission  to  Moscow,  headed  by  Ambassador  Edmundo  Barbosa 
da  Silva,  of  the  Brazilian  Foreign  Office,  and  including  Renato  Costa  Lima,  head 
of  the  Brazilian  Coffee  Institute,  reportedly  signed  a  3-year  agreement  on 
December  9  involving  approximately  $200  million  exchange  of  trade . 

The  scope  of  the  agreement  between  the  two  countries,  which  do  not  maintain 
formal  diplomatic  or  trade  relations,  is  reported  to  be  $25  million  for  each 
country  for  i960,  $35  million  in  I96I,  and  $kh  million  in  1962.    In  i960,  Brazil 
contemplates  supplying  335*000  bags  of  coffee  valued  at  over  $15  million;  cacao 
worth  $2.2  million;  and  vegetable  oils  and  hides  and  skins  in  the  amount  of 
around  $7  million.    The  U.S.S.R.  agrees  to  supply  150,000  tons  of  wheat  valued 
at  $9  million;  700,000  tons  of  crude  oil  worth  $7  million;  petroleum  industry 
equipment  valued  at  $3  million;  and  approximately  $6  million  worth  of  other 
machinery,  metals,  and  chemicals. 

Brazil  also  expects  to  establish  in  Moscow  a  "House  of  Brazil,"  which  will 
publicize  commodities  other  than  those  included  in  the  recent  discussions. 
Special  3-man  commissions  organized  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Moscow  are  to  carry 
out  this  project. 

NIGERIA  ATTEMPTS 
COCOA  IMPROVEMENT 

Nigeria  is  trying  to  improve  the  yield  and  quality  of  its  cocoa.  Progress 
being  made  in  training  farmers  in  disease  and  pest  control  measures  is  expected 
to  increase  production.    The  number  of  Western  Region  farmers  trained  in  black 
pod  control  rose  from  1,155  in  195^  to  53*251  in  1959;  and  118,378  farmers  were 
trained  in  capsid  control  in  1959*  whereas  none  had  received  this  government 
training  5  years  earlier.    About  95  percent  of  Nigeria's  cocoa  is  grown  in  the 
Western  Region. 
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The  Western  Region  Government  is  stepping  up  its  program  of  distributing 
to  farmers,  at  subsidized  prices,  high -yielding,  early -bearing  Amazon  seedlings. 
Six  million  seedlings  were  distributed  in  1959;  and  at  least  10  million  are 
expected  to  be  available  each  year  from  I96I  on. 

The  price  differential  for  Grade  I  cocoa  has  virtually  eliminated  Grade 
II,  as  continued  emphasis  is  placed  on  quality.    The  following  table  shows 
1959-60  producer  prices: 


\    Price  per  pound  (cents)  l/ 


Region 

•      Grade  I 

Grade  II 

:  18.1 

:  20 

19.5 

17.6 

l/  Prices  are  not  exactly  comparable  between  regions,  as 
there  is  some  difference  in  regional  sales  taxes. 


PAKISTAN  ALLOCATES 
RICE  FOR  EXPORT 

The  Pakistani  Government  recently  allocated  90>000  long  tons  (2  million 
cwt.)  of  West  Pakistan's  high-quality  rice  for  export  in  i960.    Also,  it 
reversed  its  earlier  decision  to  abolish  the  export  bonus  ( see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  October  5>  1959);  and  will  continue  the  20-percent  bonus  on 
rice  exports. 

The  government  simultaneously  stopped  state  monopoly  procurement  in  the 
areas  supplying  the  Basmati,  Parmal,  and  Begmi  varieties.  Traders  will  move 
the  exportable  rice  stocks  to  Karachi  against  permits  issued  by  the  District 
Food  Controller. 

The  government  has  guaranteed  growers  the  following  floor  prices  (per 
100  pounds):    Basmati,  $5.86;  Permal,  $^.59;  and  Begmi,  $3.83. 

CANADA  OFFERS  PART  OF 
PORK  SURPLUS  TO  CHARITY 

The  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  announced  that  canned  pork 
luncheon  meat  will  be  offered  free  of  charge  to  approved  Canadian  and  Inter- 
national Welfare  Organizations.    This  pork  will  come  from  past  purchases  by 
the  Agricultural  Stabilization  Board  in  implementing  hog  price  supports. 
Offerings  will  be  made  in  carload  lots  and  with  regard  to  commercial  availa- 
bility of  canned  pork  in  proposed  distribution  areas. 

The  Agricultural  Stabilization  Board  now  holds  over  9°  million  pounds  of 
canned  pork  and  it  expects  to  have  over  100  million  pounds  when  the  support 
program  ends  on  January  9;  i960.    Frozen  pork  stocks  are  now  at  20  million 
pounds,  mostly  bellies. 
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WEST  GERMANY  TO  IMPORT  FROZEN 
BEEF  -AND  MUTTON  FROM  OCEANIA 

West  Germany  recently  issued  import  licenses  for  about  29  million  pounds 
of  frozen  beef  and  mutton  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand.    The  meat  must  be 
delivered  between  February  1  and  June  30,  i960.    The  West  German  Food  Ministry 
said  that  if  Australia  and  New  Zealand  were  unable  to  supply  all  the  meat, 
other  sources  would  be  sought --particularly  Argentina. 

FREIGHT  RATES  FOR  AUSTRALIAN 
WOOL  TO  U.S.  CHANGED 

Shipping  lines  operating  between  Australia  and  Eastern  U.S.  ports  re- 
cently reduced  their  shipping  rates  for  wool  by  eliminating  their  inland 
freight  service. 

Prior  to  September  1,  1959,  "the  freight  costs  included  inland  freight 
.from  the  U.S.  port  of  entry  to  the  mill.    Wool  unloaded  at  Boston  was  often 
railshipped  to  mills  in  the  South  at  the  shipping  line's  expense. 

The  new  rate  for  grease  wool  is  5  cents  per  pound,  and  for  scoured  is 
6  cents  per  pound.    The  old  rates  were  5 • 85  and  7*2  cents,  respectively. 
In  addition,  the  shipper  continues  to  receive  a  7-Percen"t  commission,  or 
rebate. 

CHILE  TO  IMPORT  ^0,000  ARGENTINE 
BREEDING  CATTLE 

Chile  has  completed  an  agreement  with  Argentina  for  the  importation  of 
about  U0,000  head  of  breeding  cattle  during  the  next  2  years  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  November  2,  1959) • 

AUSTRALIAN  BEEF  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U.S.  IN  DECEMBER 

Two  ships  left  Australia  in  early  December  with  2,ll6,800  pounds  of 
frozen  beef  for  the  United  States. 


Ship 

\  Sailing  date 

]  Destination  l/\ 

Quantity 
(pounds) 

Mariposa 

December  2 

Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 

28^80 
387,520 

Whangaroa 

December  k 

New  York 
Boston 

1,^11,200 
33,600 

1/  Cities  listed  indicate  location  of  purchasers,  and  are  usually  also  the 
port  of  arrival  and  general  market  for  the  meat;  in  some  instances,  meat  may 
be  diverted  to  other  areas  for  sale. 
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1*DRLD  BTTTTER  AND  CHEESE  PRICES :    Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 
(U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Country,  market,  and 
description 


Butter 


Quotations 


Cur- 
rent 


Month 
earlier 


Year 
earlier 


Cheese 


1959 


Quotations 


Tur^ 
rent 


Month 
earlier 


Year 
earli  ? 


United  Kingdom  (London) 
New  Zealand,  finest— 
Australian  choicest— 
New  Zealand,  finest 

white  

Australian  choicest 

white- —  — 


Nov.  26 
Nov. 26 


51.2 
51.1 


51.2 
51.1 


Australia  (Sydney) 

Choicest  butter  — 

Choicest  cheddar  • 


Nov.  26 


1*8.5 


1*8.5 


Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 

Creamery  butter —  

Cheese —  — ■ 


Nov.  26 


5U.8 


Denmark  (Copenhagen)- 

France  (Paris) 
Charentes  creamery- 


Germany  (Kempten) 
Markenbutter-  


United  States 
92-score  creamery  (N.Y.) 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin )  


Nov. 17 


Nov. 30 


Nov. 25 


Nov. 25 


52.6 


82.1* 


7U.0 


65.7 


Netherlands  (Leeuwarden) 

Creamery  butter  

Full  cream  Gouda-  

Edam,  UO  percent — 


Nov.  21* 


73.7 


Belgium  (Hasselt)- 


Canada  (Montreal) 
1st  grade  creamery- 
Ontario  white  — 


Nov.  26 
Nov.  21 


79.3 
66.5 


5U.8 


1*9.1* 


82.2 


70.2 


6U.2 


62.6 


31*.  2 
3l*.l 


1*8.5 


Nov.  26 
Nov. 26 

Nov. 26 


37.6 
37.1 

29.2 


37.6 
37.1 

29V2" 


36.U 

36.U 

29V2" 


51*.8 


Nov. 26 


30.8  ,  30.8 


30.8 


39.6 


81.2 


66.5 


59.2 


Nov.  25 


35.7 


1*1.2 


Nov.13 
Nov. 13 


31.6 
29.0 


80.5  j  76.3 
t 

67.1  ;  66.7 


Nov. 21 


3U.0 


33.0 


30.1*  27.2 
28.0    .  25.2 


Source:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee j  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USDA 
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AUSTRALIA  REDUCES  WEIGHT 
REQUIREMENTS  FOR  BEEF  EXPORTS 

Effective  January  1,  1960,  the  Australian  Meat  Board  reduced  the  maximum 
weight  of  frozen  beef  hindquarters  for  export  from  205  pounds  to  200  pounds. 
The  maximum  for  chilled  hindquarters  is  190  pounds. 

GREECE  EXTENDS  PERIOD  FOR 
DUTY-FREE  MEAT  IMPORTS 

The  cut-off  date  for  duty-free  entry  of  frozen  meat  into  Greece  has  heen 
extended  to  October  i960. 

NEW  ZEALAND  EXPORT  LAMB  SLAUGHTER 
NEARING  SEASONAL  PEAK 

New  Zealand's  export  meat  plants  were  operating  at  full  capacity  the  first 
half  of  December  to  handle  the  large  pre-Christmas  marketings. 

Marketings  were  expected  to  slacken  during  the  holidays  and  then  climb 
to  the  1959-60  season's  peak  in  January -February.    However,  export  slaughter 
this  season  is  expected  to  be  below  the'  17»3  million  head  in  1958-59* 

AUSTRALIA  PROMOTING  LAMB  AND 
MUTTON  SALES  IN  ASIA 

A  recent  meat-selling  tour  of  Asia  by  an  Australian  team  was  described 
as  "well  worthwhile"  by  the  Australian  Meat  Board  Chairman. 

The  attitude  of  importers,  trade  bodies,  and  canners  encouraged  the  selling 
team,  which  made  the  tour  in  an  attempt  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  a  heavy 
surplus  of  lamb  on  the  Australian  market. 

The  team  spent  3  weeks  in  Japan  displaying  the  full  range  of  lamb  and 
mutton  cuts  to  trade  representatives. 

MEXICAN  VEGETABLE  SHIPMENTS  TO  U.S. 

From  December  1  to  15  the  following  vegetables  crossed  the  border  at 
No gales,  Arizona  (in  thousands  of  pounds):    tomatoes,  9,690;  snap  beans,  l,kll; 
cucumbers,  1,130;  peppers,  l,06l;  squash,  120;  eggplant,  107;  and  peas  97. 
Also,  162,000  pounds  of  bananas  crossed  the  border. 

AUSTRALIAN  CHILLED  AND  FROZEN 
MEAT  EXPORTS  RISE  k-0  PERCENT 

Australian  exports  of  chilled  and  frozen  meats  during  January -October  1959 
totaled  57^+  million  pounds,  up  ^0  percent  from  ^09  million  pounds  in  the  same 
period  of  1958.    Chilled  beef  exports  dropped  hh  percent,  frozen  lamb  8  per- 
cent, and  frozen  pork  56  percent,  but  frozen  beef  and  veal  rose  58  percent. 
Mutton  and  variety  meat  items  were  also  up  sharply. 
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Principal  importers  of  specific  types  were: 

Chilled  beef:    United  Kingdom- -9, 172,800  pounds  (down  kk  percent  from  1958) 

Frozen  beef    and  veal:    United  States --193,95^,880  pounds  (up  1200  percent 

from  1958) 

United  Kingdom- -190, 1+38,080  pounds  (down  13  percent 
from  1958) 

Frozen  mutton:    United  States --32, 271,680  pounds  (up  88  percent  from  I958); 

United  Kingdom- -16, 105,600  (down  36  percent  from  1958) 

Frozen  lamb:    United  Kingdom- -25, 600,960  pounds  (down  26  percent  from  1958); 

Canada --7, 201,600  pounds  (up  133  percent  from  1958;  United 
States— 1,7^2,720  pounds  (up  229  percent  from  I958) 

The  United  Kingdom  was  the  main  market  for  Australian  pork,  variety  meat, 
and  canned  meat.    Export  totals  to  all  markets  in  the  January -October  period 
(1958  and  1959)  were  as  follows: 


January  1  -  October  31 


Type 


1958 


1959 


Pounds 

Chilled  beef  :  16,253,^0 

Frozen  beef  and  veal  :  269,281,600 

Do.    mutton  :  ^9,6^2,880 

Do.    lamb  :  kl,9k&,kQ0 

Do.    pork  :  2,121,280 

Do.    variety  meat  :  29,397,760 

Total  chilled  and  frozen  :  lK)8,6U5,MK) 

Bacon  and  ham  :  i+72,6^0 

Canned  meat  :  108,951,360 

Miscellaneous   3.608.6UO 

Total  cured,  canned,  and  : 
 miscellaneous  :  113 .032.6^0 


Pounds 

9,172,800 
^26,065,920 

58, 262, ^00 

39,126,080 
9^7,520 
^0,UlU,080 


573,988,800 


358,  to 
90,175,680 
2.177.280 


92.711.360 
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WEST  GERMAN  DEMAND  FOR  OILCAKES 
AND  MEALS  INCREASES 

West  German  demand  for  oilcakes  and  meals  has  increased  considerably  in 
recent  months  as  a  result  of  the  short  supply  of  cattle  feed  in  most  parts 
of  the  country. 

Last  summer's  drought  reduced  crops  of  hay  and  silage,  and  also  beets. 
Moreover,  additional  feeding  of  roughages  and  concentrates  became  necessary 
when  the  pastures  dried  up.    This  further  reduced  winter  stocks  of  feed. 
Stocks  of  feedstuffs  carried  into  the  current  marketing  year  were  already 
relatively  small. 

Although  imports  of  oilcakes  and  meals  into  West  Germany  are  not  re- 
stricted, the  government  does  not  expect  any  large  increase  in  imports,  in 
view  of  generally  tight  world  supplies  and  high  prices;  and  German  importers 
and  end -users  see  little  likelihood  of  any  significant  price  decline.  Further- 
more, West  German  trade  circles  doubt  that  demand  can  he  met  by  domestic 
crushing  of  imported  and  indigenous  oilseeds. 

During  1958-59,  soybean  meal  accounted  for  about  70  percent  of  all  West 
Germany's  production  of  oilcakes  and  meals;  palm  kernel,  copra,  peanut,  rape- 
seed,  and  cottonseed  cake  and  meal  made  up  most  of  the  balance. 


WEST  GERMANY:     Oil  cake  and  meal,  supply  and  distribution, 
marketing  years  ending  June  30,  1958-60 


Item                               ;  1957-58 

I  1958-59 

:  1959-60 
!  forecast 

:  1,000 
: short  tons 

;  1,000 
:  short  tons 

82  ' 
:  909 
758 

1,000 
short  tons 

107 

937 
dkl 

1,7^9 

1,885 

231  ' 
i,iai 
107  : 

231 
1,522 
132 

1,7^9  i 

1,885 

Compiled  from  official  and  other  sources. 


SUEZ  CANAL  OILSEED  SHIPMENTS 
UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  SEPTEMBER 

Oilseed  shipments  northward  through  the  Suez  Canal  in  September  were 
slightly  larger  than  shipments  in  August  1959  an&  September  1958  ( see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  December  7,  1959) • 
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Larger  shipments  of  cottonseed,  flaxseed,  and  miscellaneous  oilseeds 
(mainly  sesame  seed,  rapeseed,  and  palm  kernels)  more  than  offset  the  sizable 
reduction  in  soybeans  and  the  slightly  smaller  volume  of  copra  shipped  in 
September  as  compared  with  September  1958' 

In  the  marketing  year  ending  September  30>  1959;  total  oilseed  shipments 
were  2  million  tons.    This  was  about  10  percent  above  1957-58  and  close  to 
the  1950-5^  average. 

Shipments  of  soybeans  from  Communist  China  were  75  percent  larger  last 
year,  and  for  the  first  time  in  recent  years  exceeded  the  volume  of  copra 
moving  northward  through  the  Canal.    Total  soybean  shipments  in  1958-59 
totaled  30.2  million  bushels,  against  only  17.3  million  in  1957-58,  an  in- 
crease of  12.9  million  bushels,    Japan's  break  in  trade  relations  with  Red 
China  in  May  of  1958  probably  accounts  for  a  sizable  part  of  the  larger  ship- 
ments, since  Japan  was  importing  annually  around  7  million  bushels  of  Chinese 
soybeans  in  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  break.    Soybean  shipments  in 
the  last  quarter  of  the  1958-59  marketing  year  were  5*8  million  bushels,  l.h 
million  below  shipments  in  July-September  1958. 

Copra  shipments  in  1958-59  were  only  ^96,000  tons,  against  785;000  tons 
in  1957-58.    These  smaller  shipments  reflect  the  drought -reduced  copra  out- 
put in  the  Far  East,  particularly  in  the  Philippines. 

The  volume  of  peanuts  moving  northward  in  1958-59  'was  up  about  15  per- 
cent from  the  previous  year  and  cottonseed  shipments  were  up  60  percent; 
both  increases  reflected  the  larger  crops  in  Sudan  in  1958. 

OILSEEDS:     Suez  Canal,  northbound  shipments,  September  1958  and  1959> 
October-September  1957-58  and  1958-59 


Oilseed 

• 

September 

October-September 

J  1958 

1959 

1957-58 

1958-59 

:  1,000 
: short  tons 

1,000 
short  tons 

1,000 
short  tons 

1,000 
short  tons 

 :  3.3 

 :  6.6 

!  36.^ 
57.3 

:  3.3 
:  ll.o 

:  3.3 
32.0 

519.2 
.  78^.8 

136.7 
.  117.9 
:  37.5 

205.0 

:  906.1 
14-96.0 
156.5 
188.3 

:  30.9 
2kl .  k 

:  1^3.3 

1,801.1 

:  2,019.2 

l/  To  convert  to  bushels  use  33«3  bushels  per  ton.  2/  To  convert  to  bushels 
use  35«7  bushels  per  ton. 


Suez  Canal  Authority,  Monthly  Bulletin  (Cairo,  Egypt). 
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UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA'S  AGRICULTURAL 
EXPORTS  IN  1958  DOWN  IN  VALUE 

The  Union  of  South  Africa's  agricultural  exports  (excluding  wattle  hark 
extract)  were  valued  at  $37^.8  million  in  1958,  compared  with  $i+53 •  25  million 
in  1957*    Lower  wool  prices  were  mainly  responsible  for  the  decline  in  1958; 
(they  improved  during  1959)*    Agricultural  exports  continued  to  account  for  about 
k-0  percent,  by  value,  of  all  exports  except  gold  and  specie.    Gold  (over  $500 
million)  accounted  for  one -third  the  value  of  total  exports. 

South  Africa's  major  agricultural  exports  in  1958  were  wool  ($119  million), 
corn  ($50  million),  canned  fruit  ($37«^  million),  citrus  fruit  ($31*9  million), 
sugar  ($20.6  million),  hides  and  skins  ($19  million),  deciduous  fruit  ($13.95 
million),  karakul  pelts  ($12.8  million,  South  West  Africa),  grapes  ($7.^ 
million),  corn  meal  ($7.^-  million),  and  angora  hair  ($6.7  million). 

Corn  exports  in  195^  were  slightly  higher  in  volume  than  in  1957 •  South 
Africa  is  now  the  third  largest  corn  exporter  in  the  world,  with  considerable 
potential  for  an  increase.    Wool  exports  in  1958  declined  slightly  in  volume 
from  1957;  t»ut  dropped  considerably  in  value  ($119  million,  compared  with  $188 
million  in  1957) •    Peanut  exports  were  valued  at  $5.2  million  in  1958,  and 
peanut  oil  at  $1+  million. 

South  Africa's  trade  statistics  since  195^  have  included  South  West  Africa. 

U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
RISE  SHARPLY 

U.  S,  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  November  1959  were  652,000  running 
bales.    This  was  an  increase  of  66  percent  from  October  exports  of  392,000 
bales,  and  more  than  double  exports  of  31^- > 000  bales  in  November  1958. 

Exports  during  the  first  k  months  (August -November)  of  the  current  season 
totaled  1,372,000  bales--up  50  percent  from  916,000  bales  in  the  corresponding 
months  a  year  earlier.  Comparable  figures  in  500-pound  gross  weight  bales  and 
destinations  of  the  August -November  exports  will  be  published  in  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets  next  week. 

CANADIAN  COTTON  CONSUMPTION  LOWER 

Canadian  cotton  consumption,  based  on  the  number  of  bales  opened  by  mills, 
was  116,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  the  first  k  months  of  the  current  sea- 
son ( August -November) .    This  was  6  percent  less  than  the  12^,000  bales  opened 
in  the  corresponding  months  of  the  previous  season. 

Cotton  consumption  in  November  totaled  28,000  bales --7  percent  less  than 
the  30,000  bales  used  in  October  and  10  percent  under  consumption  of  31;000  in 
November  1958. 
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SUDAN  GEZIRA  BOARD  BEGINS  SALE 
OF  1959-60  CROP  COTTON 

On  December  17  the  Sudan  Gezira  Board  held  the  first  sale  of  new-crop 
extra-long  staple  cotton  for  forward  shipment.    All  cotton  offered  by  the  board 
(19,500  Sudanese  bales)  for  delivery  between  March  and  June  i960  was  sold. 
Prices  ranged  from  the  equivalent  of  about  33.50  U.  S.  cents  per  pound  for 
Lambert  G6  to  37.25  for  Sakel  Gh.    This  was  around  15  percent  higher  than  prices 
at  the  final  sale  for  1958-59  crop  cotton. 

The  second  sale  was  set  for  December  29,  with  forward  delivery  sales  to  be 
held  each  week  thereafter  until  movement  of  the  1959-60  crop  begins  in  March. 


CUBA  TIGHTENS  IMPORT  CONTROLS 
FOR  BEANS,  PEAS,  AND  GARBANZOS 

The  Cuban  Government  on  December  3;  1959,  took  another  step  toward  state 
control  of  food  imports  by  decreeing  that  the  imports  of  all  beans,  peas,  and 
garbanzos  (chickpeas)  will  now  be  under  the  exclusive  control  of  ETPA,  a  sub- 
sidiary of  the  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Bank  (BANFAIC). 

Bean  imports  contracted  for  prior  to  the  decree  (and  for  which  bank  credit 
has  been  granted)  will  be  taken  over  on  arrival  by  ETPA,  which  will  pay  the 
importer  the  c.i.f.  or  f.o.b.  price,  plus  expenses. 

Cuba  has  long  been  one  of  the  best  markets  for  U.  S.  colored  beans.  In 
the  first  10  months  of  1959,  it  took  over  800,000  bags. 


BEANS:     U.  S.  exports  and  exports  to  Cuba  as  percentage 
of  total,  1953-October  1959 


Year 


Total 
exports 


Exports 
to  Cuba 


Percent  of 
total  goin£ 
to  Cuba 


1953  

195^  

1955  

1956  

1957  

1958  

1959  (January-October) 


1,000 
bags  l/ 

2,868 
2,035 
1,383 
2,1+66 
2,616 
2,156 
3,7^9 


1,000 
bags  l/ 

769 

711 

670 
921 
888 

955 
Qlk 


Percent 

27 
35 
1+8 

37 
3^ 
1+1+ 

22 


1/  100 -pound  bags. 
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U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  COCONUT  AND  PALM  KERNEL 
OILS  CONTINUE  HIGH  IN  1958-59 


Despite  a  continuing  -world  copra  shortage,  U.  S.  imports  of  copra,  coco- 
nut oil,  and  palm  kernel  oil  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1959,  totaled 
33^,000  short  tons,  oil  or  oil  equivalent.    While  this  quantity  was  7  percent 
below  the  tonnage  in  1957-58,  it  was  almost  5  percent  above  the  5-year  average 
for  I950-5I+. 


COPRA,  COCONUT  OIL,  AND  PALM  KERNEL  OIL:     U.  S.  imports  as  such  and 

as  oil  equivalent,  average  1950-5^-,  marketing  years  ending 
 September  30,  1956-59  


Commodity 

• 

:  Average 

October  1 -September  30 

: 1950-5^  1/ 

1955-56 

:  1956-57 

1957-58 

1  1958-59 

: Short  tons 

.Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Copra: 

..:  239,986 
•  6^,67^- 
..:  13,865 

315, ^32 
198,722 

90,359 
20,226 

307,732 
193,871 
92,722 
23,570 

339,871 
21^,119 

109,179 
25,692 

322,855 
203,399 
100,532 
30,091 

Total  ( as  oil) . . 

..:  318,525 

309,307 

310,163 

3^8,990 

33^,022 

1/  Calendar  years. 


BRAZIL'S  CASTOR  BEAN  PRODUCTION 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  UP  SUBSTANTIALLY  IN  i960 


Brazil's  i960  castor  bean  production  is  expected  to  be  substantially 
larger  than  the  small  outturn  of  1959  an(3-  may  nearly  equal  the  large  crop  of 
1957,  if  weather  is  reasonably  favorable.    Trade  forecasts  currently  range 
between  200,000  and  2^40,000  short  tons. 

CASTOR  BEANS:     Brazil,  area  and  production,  averages  1935-39  and 
1950-5^,  annual  1957-59  and  forecast  i960 


Planted  area 


Average: 

1935-39  

1950-5^  

Annual : 

1957  (final  official)  

1958  (preliminary  official) 

1959  (unofficial  estimate). 

1960  (unofficial  forecast). 


Acres 

295,682 
5^3,152 

589,  W 
537,98^ 
5^3,620 
593,0^0 


Production 


Short  tons 

1^-7,995 
I87, klk 

220,775 
190,000 
165,000 
220,000 
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Plantings  are  reported  to  be  larger  than  last  year.    Higher  market  prices 
and  industry  interest  are  stimulating  the  increase,  and  are  also  expected  to 
encourage  the  harvesting  of  wild  castor  beans.    However,  if  bad  weather  should 
strike  major  producing  areas,  as  it  did  in  the  last  2  years,  production  will 
be  somewhat  less  than  forecast. 

The  1959  castor  bean  crop  is  now  believed  to  have  totaled  not  more  than 
165,000  tons,  13  percent  less  than  in  1958  and  the  smallest  since  I9A2.  The 
reduction,  almost  entirely  in  Bahia,  the  major  producing  state,  was  due  mainly 
to  unusually  dry  weather  during  the  growing  season.    Relatively  low  prices, 
however,  were  also  an  important  factor. 

Exports  of  castor  beans  were  halted  on  September  13  when  the  Foreign  Trade 
Department  of  the  Bank  of  Brazil  ceased  granting  export  licenses  to  shippers. 
The  action  was  prompted  by  the  short  crop  of  1959;  below  normal  carryover,  and 
pressure  from  the  crushing  industry  to  retain  beans  in  the  country  for  process- 
ing.   Resumption  of  bean  exports  is  not  expected  until  about  mid-1960,  when 
the  new  crop  comes  to  market  in  volume. 

The  crushing  industry  expects  castor  bean  exports  to  dwindle  to  nothing 
within  the  next  few  years.    Bean  exports    reached    only  about  8,800  tons  before 
they  were  banned  in  September,  less  than  one-third  the  1958  volume. 

Exports  of  castor  oil  also  are  expected  to  total  less  than  the  60,977  tons 
shipped  in  1958.    Only  about  39^9^5  tons  had  been  exported  by  the  end  of 
September.    Castor  meal  exports,  first  made  in  1958  when  2,09^-  tons  were  ex- 
ported, had  climbed  to  5A98  tons  through  the  first  half  of  1959.    Exports  have 
gone  exclusively  to  the  United  States,  reportedly  for  use  as  fertilizer  in 
tobacco  areas.    Stimulated  by  the  free  market  rate  of  exchange  for  export  com- 
pensation, shipments  of  meal  may  be  expected  to  continue  to  expand. 

The  castor  bean  export  situation  is  beset  with  the  difficulties  that 
normally  affect  trade  in  export  commodities  when  the  official  rate  of  exchange 
is  far  out  of  line  with  the  free  market  rate.    There  are  fixed  exchange  rates 
applicable  to  exports  of  both  castor  beans  and  oil  (Cr$  76. 00  and  Cr$  100.00, 
respectively),  while  castor  meal  exports  are  subject  to  free  market  rates. 

Since  export  rates  were  last  revised  in  January  and  June  1959;  pressures 
for  further  devaluation  of  the  cruzeiro  have  mounted.    Nevertheless,  the  last 
reported  export  sales  of  beans  from  Salvador  in  September  were  to  have  been 
at  U.S.  $123.00  per  metric  ton,  f.o.b.  to  the  United  States  and  U.S.  $130.00 
f.o.b.  to  West  Germany.    In  October,  the  export  price  for  castor  oil  was  being 
quoted  at  12.9  cents  per  pound,  f.o.b.  Salvador. 

Wholesale  prices  of  castor  beans  increased  steadily  during  the  year  from 
Cr$  7»50  per  kilogram  in  February  to  Cr$  11.25  in  August  in  the  port  of  Santos. 
As  of  mid-December  the  price  was  firm  at  Cr$  13.^-5  "to  Cr$  13.55  per  kilogram. 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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Producer  prices  also  increased  steadily  during  1959;  from  Cr$  6. 30  per 
kilogram  in  January  to  Cr$  10.20  in  October  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo.  Castor 
bean  crushers  are  guaranteeing  producers  Cr$  7. 50  in  the  interior  of  Bahia  for 
the  i960  crop.    On-the-farm  prices  in  Bahia  were  averaging  Cr$  8.00  to  Cr$  8.5O 
in  October  1959  compared  with  Cr$  ^.50  to  Cr$  5.00  in  October  1958. 

00O00 
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